International Journal of Research in
Humanities, Arts and Literature ( IJRHAL)
Vol. 1, Issue 2, July 2013, 9-16

© Impact Journals

IMPORTANCE OF LANGUAGE LABORATORY IN TEACHING GRAMM AR

BAIRAGI PATRA

Lecturer, Faculty of Language & Literature, Utkalilkersity of Culture, Bhubaneswar, Odisha, India

ABSTRACT

Language teachers across the globe regard thermssveducators as much as specialists in the tgpohverbal
skills. The shifting emphasis in language teacliinipe last decades from the study of languagediscipline in itself and
as an entry into the literature of another peopleatds a practical skill in performance has brouglny changes in
method and materials. It has stimulated an inténésthe nature of language learning and emphdsteeneed for a much

clearer picture of the component skill in linguigtierformance.

In the traditional approach, learning and teachiege not analyzed and no effort was made to impteaehing.
Early developments in teaching methods were basdtieoneed to organize class teaching efficienqyoasible. Soon as
a result of the influence of new educational aimd theories of teaching and learning, newer metheate designed to

foster the independence of students.
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INTRODUCTION

Effective language education stems from offeringets of learning opportunities and tools. Languaggching
in the modern world has many different objectivEsese are determined by what educational systemiresy what the
learner demands and what the teacher conceives liishjob. The teacher of today is considered @gator and manager
of simulating environment. Instruction leading &aining is in groups or individualized. Individuad programs consist
of learning experiences specifically designed far individual interests and needs. The availabdityechnology viz tape
recorders, slide projectors, overhead projectadgovtape recorders as well as drawings, pictaed,even chalk board
makes it possible for the language teacher to ptéarguage in more forms than just speech and. @ine medium can

be substituted for the other.

The language Lab has been, and will be for yeaotoe, at the forefront of the language acquisitiorsade.
The language lab professionals are faced with #lumtihg task of having to design and reconstruch gacilities in order
to keep pace with ever evolving technologies. EietLanguage Laboratory and the installation itdale back to 1924
when specialists in speech science at Ohio Stateetsity provided such equipment for the benefittioé students of
Spanish language. It involved a central sourcenfany sets of head-phones, the use of spaced p&usssudent
responses, and the possibility of individual regagdand playback by students. There are many Vasahvolved which
help in efficient working of the Language Laborgtofhe nature and quality of the recorded matertals length and the
frequency of laboratory periods, the presence semde of a skilful teacher or’ monitor’, the intésg but powerful factor
of motivation, and the degree to which the labasatoaterials supplement. As many factors are inbwesearch has
been unable to provide definite conclusions, thocghsiderable research has been undertaken intrgears. There are
greater benefits in using such language laboratobecause it offers the students, the chance tk lyothemselves on

language drills, monitored by the teacher from timéme.
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Many developments in language teaching have evdiwad growing awareness of the different mediumghw
the advent of computers, there was a shift in #e&af the equipment. Since the modern electronigpeter is capable of
rapid and precise control of a variety of piecega@fipment, it could present a programme of filtape recordings, etc.,
according to an almost arbitrarily complex pland anight, therefore be programmed to make instroafipresentation to
a individual or groups of people in a classroom. égsential factor in using computer as an aid sbraetion is its
capability to process natural language stringsetmgnize the ‘meaning‘ of what is said in a giwemtext, and to make
complex ‘branching’ decisions conditioned on thécome of these processing. One of the reasons d&ima this choice
is the great amount of exercise and drill work imed in learning language skills, the greatest fmrtvhich requires close
supervision and frequent remedial correction fatlesults in learning. A probe into the researata@sed out during the
last three decades throw light on the fact thatettas been little research attempted on the msthbaching English at
the college level and particularly using Languagddratory for teaching of English. The present wtigdan attempt in
this direction. An experimental study in teachirfggpammar through Language Laboratory at CollegeeLés a novel

investigation
THE NEED FOR THE PRESENT STUDY

Though, the students are exposed to English andrdramatical patterns at the primary and seconiasi of
school educations, the performance of the studsritse tertiary level is very low. They are unatdlexpress even simple
ideas in their own sentences. Though teaching camtynadopts various strategies to make teachingn@rar effective, it
is not very pragmatic. Advance technology has pawvay for the Language Laboratory which has opemheddor for
innovative methods of teaching grammar. The Languaaporatory has not been used much in teachingrgea. This
study is expected to reveal the effectiveness efLinguage Laboratory for Teaching Tenses. Itde akpected that the
study will result in the diagnosis of the learnipgblems in tenses confronting the college studdfism the insights
drawn from the findings of this investigation, mecticing teachers of English will be able to deciipon using Language
Laboratory for teaching grammar in English and tagesuitable remedial measures to remove the ecoorsnitted by the

students in the uses of tenses.
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
The following are the objectives of the presentigtu

e To study the effectiveness of Dicto-comp as artgstbol

* To the study the effectiveness of Language Laboyatoteaching tenses

» To the study the effectiveness of Language Laboyatoteaching the present perfect tense

» To the study the effectiveness of Language Laboyatoteaching present perfect continuous tense
The Present Study is Based on the Following Expetians

» The present study is expected to reveal the effentiss of Language Laboratory in teaching the oft=nses at

the college level.
e The present study is expected to reveal the effeetiss of Dicto-comp as a testing tool.

» The present study is expected to reveal the effermtiss of Language laboratory in teaching Presenfie® Tense

and Present perfect Continuous Tense at the cdiegé
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The findings of the present study will also enabhle teachers of English at the college level tovdreerences

and gain insights about the suitability of adoptirmgnguage Laboratory as a technology in Teachirgji&n

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

The present study has the following limitations:
The study is confined to the First Year B.Techdsnis of Bhubaneswar Institute of Technology, .Galis
The study is restricted to assessing the effeatisgnf using Language Laboratory in teaching teosks

An analysis of the errors made by the studentsrisds has not been made since the study is codositiethe
effectiveness of using Language Laboratory in teectenses especially present perfect tense amgmreerfect

continuous tense.
A large sample has not been taken for the presedy ecause the present study is an experimdnty.s
A large number of construct could not be selecigeitd constrain of time.

It requires the selection of an appropriate expenital design, selection of sample to be subjeategraposed

experiment, construction of tests to find out tlpedfic abilities of the sample in uses of tensas preparation of

appropriate teaching materials to be used in theglage Laboratory. In this study a sample of sttedfom First Year

B.Tech. Students, Bhubaneswar Institute of Teclgyl®disha were selected and a pre-test was cogdiuotmeasure

their entry level behavior in the area of usesofes. The sample was divided into Two-equatedpgrdaroup A is used

as Experimental Group and Group B as Controlledu@rdhe experimental group is exposed to instroealionaterials

through Language Laboratory for a total number ighEhours. After that, both the groups are sulejgdb a post-test in

the correct uses of tenses. Finally, in the lighthe comparison, the significance of the meanhefeaxperimental group

and the result of th§tudent t testare interpreted.

PREPARATION OF PRE-TEST TOOL

A test is used as a tool to measure the capabilitfeche subjects. The following points are bommehie mind

while selecting the test items:

The objectivity of the appraisal tool
Clear and unambiguous instruction

Submission of the test drafts to a panel of praies®f English for their consideration and suggestfor

improvement.

There are 120 students admitted to the course digigrio both the sexes. Out of them 85 are womeh3&nare

men. A sample of 60 students was selected foringedivo-equated groups by administrating a pre-test

SELECTION OF TESTING ITEMS FOR THE PRE-TEST

While making selection of the testing items for gre-test,
A number of standard books on grammar.

The prescribed books of the primary and secondargl lof school education published by the Goverrinoén
Tamil Nadu to identify the list of teaching items.
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A panel of experts was consulted
SELECTION OF THE TEST ITEMS

The objective of the pre-test is to gauge the eletvgl behavior of the students’ knowledge in tisesiof tenses
by placing them under error provoking situationispriovides a picture of the linguistic developmehta learner in the

specific area of grammar as well as his learnimdple@ms at a particular point of time.

Dicto-comp is a simple technique for controlledtimg. Error provoking areas can be chosen as ifem®sting.
These items are put into a short monologue. Theesiis are asked to listen to the monologue anadepe the same in
writing. If the student has already learnt the ieitnwill be present in his internal memory anddoeild recall while he
writes if he listens to the monologue. But, he haslearnt the item; he would either substitut@mit the item. So, Dicto-

comp was included as a testing tool.
SELECTION OF TEACHING ITEMS

Grammatical tenses have been taught, so far iatisal The teachers of English teach the rulesachdense in
isolation and their usage. Few tenses can be lpgteeived when they are taught in integrationefylittle has been said

and done in the teaching of integrated tenses.

Two Tenses Join Together to form Integrated Tenses
For Example

The Past Continuous Tense and the past tense
* When | was waking on the road, | saw an accident
The past perfect continuous tense and the pas tens
* | had been playing cricket, when | saw the accident
The past perfect tense and the past tense
* When | reached the station, the train had alreeffy |
The present perfect tense and the present pedatihaous tense
* Ram has been batting for twenty minutes. So fahdsescored 10 runs.

Including all the integrated tenses for the areeeséarch would be abroad topic. Hence, the premssfect tense

and the present perfect continuous tense were cHos¢he experimental study.
PREPARATION OF TEACHING MATERIALS

The preparation of teaching material to be usedHterExperimental group for the purpose of teachergses

through Language Laboratory includes the followpagnts:

e Selection of teaching items in terms of contextswhich the Present Perfect Tense and Present Perfec

Continuous Tense is used.

» Preparation of necessary aids for teaching thesitegtected.
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SELECTION OF TEACHING ITEMS

The selection of teaching items includes the varioantexts in which the Present Perfect Tense aadeRt
Perfect Continuous Tense are used. The testingsitionthe pre-test have been based on the liseathing items. So
after consulting the panel of experts, teachinmédor the proposed instructional program throughduage Laboratory

were prepared, bearing in mind the principles teatehe selection level.
PREPARATION OF TEACHING AIDS
The preparation of teaching aids include the foilawv
» A Digital Language Laboratory consisting of 40 syss for individualized instruction.

* Power point presentation of the reading and lisignnaterials with the listening materials recordeth the

presentation.
» Relevant pictures to be used for recapitulation
» Construction of fool proof and non fool proof sutwton tables for practice.
TEACHING METHOD

The teaching items selected and the aids preparetid instructional program through the Languagbdratory

constitute the teaching material. Every teachingplanned by the investigator contains.
» A statement of objectives, both general and specifi
» A statement of specific teaching item to be present
» Situations to introduce the teaching items.
» Adequate substitution tables for providing practitestructional patterns regarding the teachtegi
e Grammatical explanation involved in the teachimgnit
» Exercises for recapitulation.
THE INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMME

Having created the equated groups for the expetahstudy and prepared the necessary instructioadérial,
the instructional programme through Language Laboyavith the Experimental group was carried ouh. &ch working

day 60 minutes was set apart after the collegeshimurthis purpose.

Thus, a total nhumber of 8 working days with Expemittal group, devoting 1 hour each day for instori
programme. All instruction sessions were held i@ $ame room and at the same time of the day foExperimental
group.

CONSTRUCTION OF POST-TEST

The tool for the post-test was constructed, to fiadl the effectiveness of the instructional prograarthrough
Language Laboratory to the Experimental group éubkes of Present Perfect Tense and Present Redetihuous Tense
after the instruction. This test was also adminéxteo the Controlled group. Both the groups wehmiaistered the test at

the same time. IT was constructed in the same mammeéhich the pre-test tool had been constructed.
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SCHEME OF ANALYSIS
* An analysis of the post-test scores in terms advirage in percentage for both the groups
e The means of the gain scores of the pre-test angddht-test were calculated for both the groups.

e« The combined standard deviation of the gain scofethe pre-test and the post-test of both the ggowps

calculated

* 't value was worked out. An analysis in terms loé test of levels of significance between the mexrike gain

scores of the Experimental and the Controlled gtmagpbeen made and the interpretation provided.
CALCULATION PROCEDURE
The sample is small, that is n 30, the so the Stuidiest formulae was used for several calculatiorposes.

The Student t test is generally used to test thrifiGance of the various results obtained from lsamples.

Among the many types available the following typeised to find out the effectiveness of the expentn
Testing Difference Between Means of Two samplegdgjrendent Samples) (Test 2)
A SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
The following findings have been drawn by the irtigegtor after analyzing and interpreting the data:
Finding 1

From the calculation, it is concluded that the agerpercentage of achievement of the Experimentalpgin the
present perfect tense is 88.7 and the controlledmis 25.3. So it is concluded that the perforreasicthe Experimental
group in the uses of present perfect tense isrbiism that of the Controlled group. Therefore, Exgerimental group
made significant progress in learning the usedefpresent perfect tense after exposed to instnaitimaterial through

Language Laboratory.

The student's t test value in the uses of preserfegt tense is 13.04. It is greater than theltléavalue 2.71 at

0.01 level of significance. This supports the casitn drawn above.

Hence, it is concluded that the teaching of thesusfepresent perfect tense through Language Latrgras

effective.
Finding 2

The average percentage of achievement of the Expatal group in the present perfect continuouseténg8.7
and the controlled group is 26.7. Hence, it is tashed that the performance of the Experimental griouthe uses of
present perfect continuous tense is better thahahshe Controlled group. Therefore, the Experitaémgroup made
significant progress in learning the uses of thesent perfect continuous tense after exposed touat®nal material

through Language Laboratory.

The student's t test value in the uses of preseriept continuous tense is 11.68. It is greatem tha t table value

2.71 at 0.01 level of significance. This confirrhe tonclusion drawn above.

It is therefore, concluded that the teaching of tises of present perfect continuous tense throwgigliage

Laboratory is effective.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
As a follow-up of this experiment, the followingcammendations are made:

* The study has demonstrated the efficacy of Languadpratory for teaching the uses of tenses attiiege
level. It is recommended that the Language Laboyattay be used effectively in the teaching of othldls of

the language at the college level.

* The study has resulted in the construction of tiget@st and post-test tools to measure the akilitighe students

in the specific area of the uses of tenses (befodeafter instruction) at a given point of time.

The tests serve two purposes.
» Dicto-comp can be used a tool to find out the pennce of the learners at a given point of time.
e It can be used for diagnosing the learning diffiesl of the learners in the uses of tenses.

It is recommended that Dicto-comp may be used bypttacticing teachers of English to measure thdestis’

ability in the uses of tenses and diagnose thamnlag efficiency in the uses of tenses.
SUGGESTIONS
The following appear to be some important area$uidher investigation:

* It has emerged from the study that teaching ofderisrough the Language Laboratory is effectivihatcollege

level.

It is suggested that the future investigators nake tup a study of the effectiveness of Languagetzbry in
teaching the following other skills;

0 The uses of conditional clauses
0 The uses of other forms of tenses
0 The uses of articles, prepositions
0 The usage of syntactic patterns.

» The present study has been conducted at Coimbiaistitite of Technology, Coimbatore. The same sitaty be

conducted at different institutions. The resultg/roanfirm or refute the results of the present gtud

e This study may be conducted to another group td éat whether the sex has any influence of thenlagr
capabilities of the students.

e This study may also be conducted to another grodimdl out whether the nativity of the students@twor urban)

has any role in the learning capabilities of thalents.

» This experiment may be conducted on the passiva fidfrthe tenses, as this study had been done oacthe

form of the tenses.
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